
CHAUCER AND POE

EjLgi ercwhlle, whoae bold and oht»rfnl -oioe
M-dc bin iio tbe uplands ol our Kughsh song;
Bird of the dawn, wboee pip**, jovons and strong,

Ilauntii'i" tbe air ond make* oui dr.ains r.j.io. ;
a-he ni. lit is ciime. and a bewildered amie

Vr. I- l lie dusk-brooding silence, uud we long
Vnrtli-* liri.bt h<«;irtii witb its i.nu li ur _______

I ixht vu irv ti and innocent cheer, and attic jov.
Vlien art thou, he*ve:ili biro? Ad! tliou art fled
Xo tue celestial gardens la the Raaf,
And e>er .aro.eel et tlieir i)los«oiuing noor.

«._ ia rbi West, a ui winn lin* ii_ut ia dead
A raven from :he t uno di-vtnrl»e our feast.
And croaks beside our lattice " nevermore."

_
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4Mihor of "A (icntlemon ot Leisure," "A Hopeless
."Cuac," etc."

XV.

Bat Claire's donbtt eera soon settled. If that

tint did not pre.nely end ibein, a few succeeding
dayl f"rerer laid the ghoat of her spleen. Mrs.

piggs had been jocundly oandid, ann lhat was all.

No bale)ni sarcasms had pulled beneath her viva-

Ciom prophecies. She soon convinced Claire thut

ibe wan a stanch and loyal confederate.

Sba often dropped Into the T\y*nty-K ighth Stn ot

_oo«\ anil praised ita appointments warmly
a .oar little reception-room ia perfect." abe told

Claire, "with those dark cHinBon walli and that

furniture so covered with bite piuk rosea. I like it

in,nien«e'\ don't you know! I wonldb't bavo

liked lt two or three yean ago: I wonld have

.bought criin.son and pink a weird discord; but

fashivu gi voa certain thinirs their stamp; it makes
Ul wske np, some moraine. Bud find our Hates

turned to lorri.'' About tbe dining-room, on tbe

Bailie floor, and the drawing-room on tbo laos abov e,

the was lest genially critical. This or tbat iet.nl

eba discovered to be ¦ not just quite right, don't

yoa knowf" and Claira in nearly all such cases

ehanned dissent inte agreement alter a little serious

l_flectioii. Some of Ibe resultant aileron ins in¬

volved decided expense. This Claire regretted,
while she lat her hnaband incur lt. Hollister

always did to re,dur monah. Wah Stn et had

rather smiled npon bim, of lato. A few of his
vultures bad become bollier, but fluttering successes

bad persistently followed iboiii.
. Tl e theatre nail lit," be saul tobe: one ere. in*,

"bnt tbe curial- doesn't hie. Hew is tbat.

Claire T"
£>bo knew perfectly well what be meant, bnt

cbuoe to t.i.n that ibo did not know. Tbey had

b«en surveying together a tew decorative improve
menlo, recent!/ wrought, tn manie), dado, or even

table-cover.
"I uoa't think 1 follow your metaphor." tald

Claire. Theie was tbe tiny outbreak of a smile at

each comer ol ber mouth. It at nek Iii.Ulster, who
waa standing quite near ber, that she looked de¬

lightfully piim. He kissed ber before be answered,
and then, while lia did so. let bis lip*, almost gia,-e

tier e.r. saying in ar aWurd gutieral semitene, aa of
suelo-drantatic confidence:

* 1 mean tbat it's time fer Act First Ti'oe for thc
lordi and lollies to enter, with a grand liotiriih of

trumpet*. Of coursl, wbon tliey do come, they'll
all Uss the band of their charming hostesi, jost
like 11. ;*.'
but she wonld not lt. him tis ber band, though

fee caught it and made tbe attempt.
s riii«re are no lords and ladira in New York," abe

ea'.d, laughing omi receding fiom him at tne sam*

time. " Aud it tliey should come, they would never

behave ?u such an old-fashioned style as that,"
Ital ilu'tivh she treated them lightly, bis words

fad the fool of ber deep, k-en lunging. She h.id

made up her mind thut Mrs. Digg* had been right.
Bte wi uld sever be cooteut to toko a low pla-e.

Jsulhiug save the h'gbeet of all would erer satisfy
ker.
At the same time sba c.early understood tbat

greet innis of money were needed to accotupl'.sh ai.y

Bach sod. She apeut se*, et al .lays of brooding

ttoeble. She had not great soma of money.or
rather, KeMltter had not. And there » eruod alight
chance ul ber buibaiitl ever securing them.
.Tbo searson 1. dreadfully y<*oug yet," aaid Mn.

Dttgi to bo-, the next day. while tbey »at Iago,hu.
.There is mu. ly nothing gong mi, Their aro no

teat, ne teceptiona. an 1. of conn*, no bails. Hit
-we'll -ro and take our drlre in tbe Park. 1)o hurry
snd <1 ross."'
Claire dresied, bnt ne) very qnicitly. Sbe kept

Mrs. Diggs waiting at le_*t fif'e.n minutes. Mrs.
Dirri, (arrino sm alio waiting, lt was not at all

Ilka itt owner, thia carriage. It was borly ami

eomewhat c.mbroaa. Tbe iilver-bornee-ea horses

that drew it bad clipped taila and huge auburn

beales, lint tbo wheels uf tlie vehicle were touched
here ami there with a loa.B.ol doab of icai lot, aa if

la pretty clirowatio tribute to tbe violent roi_-

».*xioi) of "dear Maubattan." When tliey were

_eiDg rolled liai by eulo t.gHber tn tun ©a_v-

eaihioned carnage. Mrs. Di_ai said to Claire:
¦ Yon kent me waiting a little eternity. I hat-e to

Wait 1 mppose lt's because I'm bo nervous. I're
been to three or foiir different (locton abont my
herr _»ne*». They uearly all say it's a kind af dys-
fepiia. But that seems to me >>o ridiculous, Dys-
aepiia . _ii indigettioo. and I can digest a .air of

too..- no matter at what b> ur I ebon ld eat it. My
Sear Claire." lobe had got to ooo tins familiar »d-

strMi. of tale) ¦ 1 don't tee bow yon can set on

witbont a maid. Tbat la why you're oo alow with

your bonnet and wra'S; be lure it ia. Ob, a maid
ba wonder!"al comfort."
"Se la a carriage like V it " sal i Claire, smiling.
* Tea, a can iago is indispensable, too. At leait I

Had it it). Yon will also, mr dear, when yon come

to pay vi-its among a large cnclo of frlenda."
* I'm afraid that butti tbe mud and tbe carria/e

will ba oat of my reach for a veiy long time yet,''
said Claire. "Oar taking tbe Louse, yun kuow,
Wat a great act of extravagance."
"Oh, your buiband ii do*ng finely in Wall Street.

lhere bei-1 from Manhattan aliont hil brilliant
Strokes. Manhattan thinks bim inienitly clever.
Bil loccesi is crtati'g a good deal of talk, I assure

y-tu."
This was true. Hollister would now often laugh

aa. tay; "The luck seems to be all on in v side,
Claire. Ami 1 don't tate any very feaifu risks.
either, somehow. Tbe mosey lin't coming in by
huodreiU, il present; it lt coming in tty tliouiands.
Tm sitting to ii a rather important fellow; upon
stJ word. ] am. My owa dawning prominence
.stanams considerably. But lt ian't .urning my
Seed the leait io tbe world. A lot of tbe big men
Sown there aie-aktng ree np. A month ago they
.eer_ely knew if I eil-ted."
Then he aud Claire would talk together of tbe

**». ipeenlitive reasont for bli sojeeas; ho wonld
Snit lhat she had forge.ten hardly au Item of patt
lhluruiati-D; her jud_uae_ts and asciiiom wire

"eaiotimirs io shrewd tbat tbey startled bias, con-

¦diriut qow purely they were based upon theory
SaS hearsay. Once or twice be permitted her
.-.onseli io tway him, tbongb not with ber secured
*Mi.tion. The re-mlt tnrned ont notably well. Ile
laid ber what he bad done, and why be hail done it.
Siter the triumph had beeu achieved. 8be waa by
Oo Beano Oat tared en diaeoveriug the leith he bed
**r*mt6. io her. She eran went so far aa to
**rked'v ( bide h'm for bering repoaed ft.

* Hi member, Herbert." abe auld, M tbat I am of
¦setttity ignorant regarding these mattera, tn

.rory practical tense. All my opinions are quite
Without tbe Taine of eipeneii.e. Pilate never Uko
¦ss lor your gnida again. Never aell nor buy a

...Kit shara because I venture tbe expreaaion of aa
*¦*» on lalee or purchases. I am proud end glad to
.¦.-k mi-elf the canto of your baring made a lucky
2***tion; that, of coors*, I need not tell yon.
.Bot I should not forgise myself tor erer leading
TW" Into dl-aiter."
8U reaects-d, tecrotlr: ' now weak Herbert la 1

'»*t no doubt clear and quick of mind, and he it

that
fetreet."

Pb* tLe light-hearted, eaay temperament
¦.* what he himaelt calla -eoive on theSt.ro*.
«« how we sk be lt lu hit truit of tu I Does not
*.* show him weak in otber wayt f Wonld a men

.".^.ng nature let hit foudneaa erer eo betray bia

*^*«aoo 1 I most oe guarded hereafter ie my talki
"him. I really know nothing» 1 only nae bia

Jr^ss to build mpmtk. What be it doing ia

|**,B^Qori_r_ mer* hater,-, Md tbe reet cleverness.

|ff? >l*umjrjt__i_t be haa hegnn a rory precarient
w%*s^tlhUd li'tis puA-dttmr Kimtm, AU rujlUa rateretd

>areer. He may win in lt; others hiv, woo. He
nay win enoruiooity ; I am jost beginning to ae-

»pt hie chances of doing io. Bnt there must be no

lalktng and thwarting on my part. He would ruin
iiinself, most probably, if 1 proposed it. He is bo

*'e_k whori* I am conoerneil! Yea, in all auch waye
ie it ao weak !"
Sbe could not dwei.upon the fact of thia weak¬

ness with any tender feeling. She had aro-j-rn to

icccpt bis love aa something au natural aud ordi¬
nary thai shei ould cold Iv survev .s a Haw any point
m ita devotion which verged upon indiscreet n
lesa. Just at this period HS lier Illa tt sometimes
. ruck ber that sbe was very coll toward her
hnsiiand. But no pang of conscience accom¬

panied tbs reali/.ati-.n. She had disguised uothiug
from Herbert. He knew tirvriaely vrli.it .hi wisii.tl
to da. He even sympalbi.«»d a ith her aim. and de¬
sired toalatit. She con',d not bein OSSBsj oold.
Besides, be h_d never offered Ihe faintest objection
to her coldness, II,- evidently wanted her to he
lust ia she wua. Anti moreover, alie was no ditferent
itt thia hour, when ilie possibility of u great aociil
victoir assumed deiinile outlines.when abe was

bia wife and Hie mistress of his household.when
ihe waa sure of shariug hit fortunes until death
should end further companionship.than she hid
been at the hour when be had first asked her to

marry bim. Sbe had a great nense of duty toward
him. 8he nieunv to leave no obligation of wifely
fealty ur fulfilled. And this deteiuiiiintion, flinch-
lesaiy kept, must stand for bim in place of passion.
Sbe hail no passion to giro him. She had giren all
lhat to ber dear dead father. If he a ere alive, now,

and dwelling with her, what joy she would bave
in put ti n_ ber ai ni about his neck, her lips tu bu
ri eek, aud telling nun how Hie hopes wbooo seed

be Lad sowu long ago might soon ripeu into splen¬
did fruit 1
¦ You tell me that yon bare new adherent*, new

friends." tbe soon said to *ier huthiind. .* If any of
them ire people of prominence.of the sort I wonld
wish to know.why do you not atk them here, to

our home I"
" Tr.ie enough," said Hollister. " That ls an

kde*." And then, with henning hesitation, be
added: *. But I thought you would not want them
without their wivee."
Claire seemed to meditate, for a slight time.

" 1 shonid not want them without tneir v. ivee," alie

presently sud. " nnleas I felt aure that their wives

were tbe kind of women whom I wonld be very
Willing to uave anionic my acquaintances.''
A tew lays later Hollister aniioiiiics.l to Claire

that he had arranged a diuner at winch some four

gentlemen __.__* s himself were to bo nretent. Ile
had placed the wi on* all.ut in tue hands of a

noted reitourntrvr, who aa*->ired lum that il shonid
be conducted on the moil admirable pUu.
"lt was intended aa a little aurpriae

for von." he said. '"The n,en are ail of the kind
tbat 1 ali nearlv sure you will approve. I mian

they arc what is called ' in Beete./.*1 You 11*0, I a'li

gettin*/quite wi»e with regard to lOaas ma ta-rs. A

few week! bave made a world of ditT-r-'iee with
me. I am waking nu to a sense -.1 abo ia wn.i

Before, it was »ll stupid, treadmill sori.it wink. I
sored very little about assoc 1.-1 ea, oo_qtoi.
Hil'me. i wmitt'd tu maks bo'li einis me',
lound the process sTuther ililli mil'. Now I sm ..

a wti'tliv diffrr. ni fruin"" ot mihil. I um hegtaaint
lo an OSB invm-il us nun h liv the str.ilv el meu as lu

ti"* vin if ol naeaa. I bar. Beregal dtatiocl aaher-
ents, warril inure distiuet supiit>ner*s. and one ur

iwo would-be patrons. J don't think I was mu

unpopular on the Street; 1 waa simply unimportant.
Itu; now that I'm unporiaiit 1 hive wm 10 ho qui.
popular... I daresay the whole iblna laattnbo
to yourself, Clalie. Yn'vc picked me into nie. I

was torpid till I met ano knew you."
she Wiis .on-id'T..Liv alarmed ab ut the pim of

the lillian |ttif 1J. fene wss not st ad sure if ll
w uuld lie ia Rood sty ie (nc Holli -i_-r to gi v-* ii wit'i

her- If aa ihe only laov MSSeala As *,,,¦) uh i i>-

ciiiu.-i UHM ptiiintteil. sue haili ned to conaall with
Mrs. Iiiutri
"Oh. it's all right." decided Um oraele. " Yoi. in

alw ,ys C*l1a:ii .1 lu-ing correct I.'nu il vdu do iny-

thing like that in teensagJ witu your husband.
But. roy ue.tr (.niuo, ii is to. nail
that yon couldn't find three more

ladle < ht-siil'n \our-elf ind rn**-. You see, I invite
niyself, provision-illy, so to sp*ak. Isn't it dread¬
ful of nie 1 But 'hen I take snch an latsrsa* in yon
ibat I want to bo p retem. omi von know, at lue

lay ing ot ymir _»ira_I SUBSa. Manda'tan .nivlit lu

be a-akt-d. Uki. dear lellos-; it's ei "luelle, non'l
you know T But theu yon need uot ni.nd. tl.ia
once."
"I wish that I knew three OMRrw la_-SS_* SOtd

Claire, tlioughtiuliv.
"Yes . . tb^wouldrnake a dmin *ul Just ton. A

dinner of teii.i- to ir.irn.ing. .Mr. Hollietei
wouldn't oleect an,lld he t'

( lute qi nekly shook her bead. "Oh!" she said,
" Herbert never objects."
It was so seriously spoken thar Mrs. Oigg* bnd ¦

into one of her most mutinous laiicttis. " How de¬
licious!" sbe . lclanneil. "What a superb c 'iijui*a'
truth vmi C'lideuse iu om tiemnr lillie rpi vim hi !

. . Well, il ' Hoi bert,' as you -uv, ' Darer wojoete,'
there it . . let me seo . . theta ieCamellaVan
Horn."

.' Wonld sh« come if I asked her f s;sid Claire.
" Y"B harru't asked lier, mi of cou rae you don't

know. Nobody can ev. r predicate an, tiling ahool
1 11.elia. But considering how STaod w;is uer

-...ialiBitr a Conev Islan.i. I should Mf that . ,

Well, yeo, 1 sboiiid say that d-melia would tmmttu

Herr Mrs. D,g_ rinsed one timi linger, .ind sh .uk it

in smiling admonition. " I Imt is." tuc addod, "if

you cali on ht r. as she reqiieeted.''
C are looted int*. " I will rall os ber.'' she at

lengiti sail. " 1 have not felt sure whether I would
ot no. 1 did nm bk. h**r w:i\ ol asking mt, or int

nm ti uer beforehand. . . But I will ca I on her,
provided there are two otner ladifs.'' Il.-re she

tansetl a moment, and then p_O__04s_ willi ne-

tisiou.
" But of coiirae there aia uo other two

ladles, A! leait, not yet."
Mrs. Dig_V*eyes were st>ar_lin_ most hnmorou-dy.

" I don't .- now wbv it is," sin exe rai me,1. "tn ai \,ui

always entertain nie so oben vu (ala of Cousin
lornella. I line's a latent pugnaciousness lo tba
rerv way that you uienuon her name, lt »**i*ih to

be fated tbal you und she mall heroin- dire foo*.

.She's ao big and might v lhat I'm alaavs reminded,

.Abeu you ri iscusa h>-r. of dauntless little David,
wifi bis sling and iton*. minding a.ainst tbe

dniighiy old giant ... Ai tor one other lady, (.'ano,

how about Mri. Areulaiiu-f"
"Mrs. Ar. uloriust Why, we have quarrr-lled.''
"Noii-eiise. You snuhL-d her rn IM y. I don't

doubt that she will come.. Women pt ter tum ol

life hare Biirrived nearly erery senument except

that ol appetite. Ten to oue that she will sceul tbe
odor of a good dinner, ond come, ,n» your dear

lonner instruct rems, nini all (bat, don't yu know t"
" Very well," said Claire, witu guv.t t;

" J mi_lit

ask her. Bm then thne would hu the nf lb lady. 1
am afraid that she is not to bc found."
Mr<. Dugs pui one slim hand to one pale temple,

ana drooped ber bright eyes. "1 bare it I" abe pre*--

emly exclaimed. " i bi re is my other cousin. Jane

Van ( orlear. We won't ask J_n- uni ll we are sure

of the ot tiers. Tben we shall lie cert..in of geitmg
brr to li I tho vacant place. You remember
ber at Coney Island, dou't y.uf Not SN ell,
in a certain sente nohndy even rensennora poor
Jaue, and iiuttouy even lorgets ber. She bas been

a widow for years, like tomine. Bat ibe aavst

asserts Maali She ls tallowy, obese, complaisa.it.
febe rarely goes anywhere and yet she leaves a sort

of ansi ocr it ie trail when vcr she has Leen. 8be
will accept ii 1 tell her to ; she always gives lu lu

lue though in ber torpid way J know she think:, me

o-j'eci iona hie. Boor Jaue 11 a perfect go-.se. ami

yet 1 dote on ber. btw ia inch » dear, consistent,

Hiufleuaive, companionable goose, dont von know!
Claire your dinner party is entirely arranged."
" 1 am afraid out." aaid Clone, duhioualy.
The Heit dav abe and Mrs. D'.ggs concocted the

invitations together. On the day following, the

two ladni whm iney- had asked each scut a cour¬

teous, conventional rrtusal.
Mra Van Horu gave no reason for her refusal.

Mrs. Arculanus mem-oned a previous eugageiu.ut
aa the reason ol her nou-acceotatice.
" You see," aaid Claire, to ber fallacious emin-

sellor, " our ladies aro not ntitaiuable. afier ail."
she waa eecretly chagrined 1 but Mra

Diggt ibowed herself openly so. "It 11

tu*bad!" declared Hm latter. 'M vc a lurking be-

liel in the autheuiiciiy of Mrs. ArcuUriuss 'pre¬
vious engagement. Ai lor Cornelia, I suipect

pique at your not nanua been to vielt ber. But wt;

.nail iee what wi shall see, regiiiding Mn. \ au

Horn. Of course our little dinner is ruined. You
must preside ae the only woman, Claire, and 1 don't

doubt you will do it charmingly. But I mail drop

in Upon Coi nelia to-morrow, and try Ut sound the

unfathomable" .....u

Mrs. Higgs did so. and on the afternoon of the

tame Say tbe sought out Claire, lilied with bur

ieceuteiplonng skirmish.
" hbo received me, my dear Claire, with a great

deal of higb-nosed graciousness. 1 hadn't oren

three minute, in her prceenoe before 1 felt tbat ber

cold, serene eyes were reeding me through aud

through. bhe mentioned you herself; abe wade it

a point to do so. feb- spoke ol you ss that pretty
yonng woman whom Bereiley used to know. I hen

she recollected thal you had anted her to dinner.

'But of course I could not accept,' she kaid.witb ber

host son of ducal look. ' I do uot really know your
friend I bare met her only once, and then lor a

few 1ai1ru.ee.' bb. a anted to chauge the con¬

versation, after tbati she has rait tact

in the wiy of cnanglngconversational great leaden

ike bereen alwaye tiavo. But I w-.oidu't out up

witb lhat at Sit I am usually a good dial awed by

Cornelia. But 1 made up my mimi not to be awed

to-day at au? baaaid. I remiuded ber tbat abe bad

sou. bi to know you aud asked you to J*-»t .»«.
_

showed her that 1 wouldn't Stand hir dei't-at*

raplcr-tb-us-s. I swung a bludgeon, and 1 -Uttei

myself that I swuug it rather wei',. I told her'bat I
you had oiven hera perfect right to li.rite vmi. I I
(01*1 h r that she bad ireato, yon with unusual
cmiri.av, and t >at instead of leaving a Blip of

B~Boq_afle_*aas-BbeB, d with her toot.nan, yon bad
n-t Ired ea the mott nest and significant civility
of uskinv u«-r to aloner, Mo cover, I aldd, tho
f..et ol vo'ir iiroilrer havi been her mot ln'msie |
friend lind reo.'eied. io in thinking, the civility a i
still more kindly au I _.. a B* o: e."
"You musi '.ave nindn lier very angry." aaid

Clime, With a nt. ii i ,r il ¦. iii. smil-.
"Angry t She was in a vr| t- ha*. S'n- cotil'l

could ni vcr ot in a red nw. d 't vm know, alie is
so constitutionally plied and chi 1 Sim replied
thal y 'ii ii,ul ne aa:lr aiti p >,, oMtn Ot r po*
tronaae, and that your i finn had amos d bel not a
llitle."
"Hid shesav thatt" (|asstloaad Claire, withatvr-

tain quick eag*n,ess. "iln-n i w-imi.ih al BIB.. HOS
had to-M uupleusant ourpns iii waining BM to
V 1 IT her."

.(J .ul _r_, i.,.!'. oxelaimeil Mfa, Diggi. "yon
nev"; sii/ve imt __,__ a tiling b-fo.e "

* Ulaira hinl _',,wn ve y gr ve and calm again.
"Did I lott ",he said. "Well, I had tnpgpood it.
lt wai a a .ri ol fane ."
Mra. I)gg_ took one of Claire's hands

and held ii. st tho same lime giving
beran intent I >ok.
(
"You're k'-epn.g smnetliiniz from -ie." she « i I.

" Ys, Claire. 1 anon yen are. . . Di 1 Beverley
'lliurslnu i vcr ii-k you io lo marr,- hiuaf"
Cai o i oion d to the riots of lier ri.b--tia.-Ml

ftesies. Khe trie, to draw ber hi'iul awav, hut Mrs.
Divgs still retained lt.
"lie dui!" ex,', mi" her friend. "Your coin-

plexio'i tells -ii«so! BrarvUtiOf i* explaine I now.
Tun reinsert Berertof, Yes, ny'dear, you re ns i
hun. And sile 8otneb"W got wind >i it. Perhaps
B v.-rlev tdd, or perhaps his co .ipl.xion, lue
youie, divuliird -ecreia. don't voil know t . . And
yet. mi tampa tbettgttt, B_~orier*i eotaplextoa
could do nothing so expressive; lt la (00 battas d
anti world-worn; is c:ip:i.iiut> mr blushing is en¬

tirely nun. . . No,/u, toni hr. And he has not
forgiven von. ami m-vr v> ill. Ker monstrous p Ida
w mltl not permit her io do so. 1 uiiilerstn.il
ev rywung, now. You l_SBe___f what 1
t-o,d you about her damn-u feeling.how
she loves io qinily exalt b.r family
BOOM f . . Ab, my dear Claire, rou have
coininitted. in lur eves, the great OOPOfOOO-
al> (ism. I was right; I felt ii lo be iu the air that
you and the vvuui.l prove BOOOMSS. I begin io Iuiiik

n.vs-lf a sort af hapbaoeid stbjl; 1 dirloedwhsi
would bappaw. and ii na' Bar pened, Y u nave
¦PlBassad SS refuse her hrm ncr. aud Cornelia gnows
lt. l'r-i-|iali" to ne ci lishe.I.''
Claire iig ti v io "-oe 1 inr graasSsl head, and Icr

lip curled a little as she did so.
" I am not at all prepared to be crndi >d," soo

sa'd. "Mm. Van Hom boa spoiled aol iMOspsstif't
diiinor piiiiv, a. ribalds ladi's. but sh" lias U'tt
sp riled sm.
" Delightful r declared Mrs. lung", sofflv c'ap-

pina her lian.is. .* I'nai'i Hi.- s.uni 1 like ts sea,
Tho og d ha.. i>, gun ; n's no.mt io be *oriooa> Bal
i'm" nUer lb it 1 um alnay.s youl .ie.nie.1 auxil-
.arv!" . .

Tb" dinner took nlace. Torts wiro no ladies
present exe pt i'laire herself, itv.:-- au exieiir-ly
elegant duiner. Claire rose w iie n codee w,». being
tarred, and len t re gentlotneo logO-ber. s it B i-

foini-J her un.lid-iji.iii col linties*, as lt w. re, vs ir li

smgiilar cliarm and di-ui'v. Ami during the pro-
gre-t" ol i ne i,i,iiii-r she linnie .» Head.

I'll is iv. » Mr. "-u ir- UoldWiO, liv t. b I Iv In
¦-neer kne.v .-s'liaf G dwin. Il- hud ffIITled

into ihut st ruy r-_ion ot risk aimut loui yean
Atm. lin iiii'l iuil :tni im nsr' m. » ')¦ it i.ii_iaini
iowa, and bi* apecnlal ao bad been poo¬

ta n-pated 'ulie rtnnh, at pres-ut,
ipeosf m:i'iv rn* llMme of dollars, Hs aad scottireti
in fiifinni'ti" indi eiirs ninon.* htB cu linn irs; he
was the r**igoiug Wall _ ie»i King. Bel ne i.a i |
ii ie of th,- rniga.it. whroo bad nar.oil a few uf
I'la llirne.l'ate pl lie li.nl BlWBVS MiowU
a full appr-ci tilnn ni nit revolt] and tho duties

i'll Irom h. lie lind bera admit. *d, with
Binge (ai prtMuotneo* mto me loeial holy af botH-ai

Mn ifloy willi e hat Hie t, i iin-tl I li-

liesl BOOale; In b-ln ice tn three ur lonni' the moil

iniis:lu. bad rapidh
lieemuit luiit, .Vointii likt.i nim as ui'icli as me I.

f Ibe typo oj man vt.ioin WSifltoD
like, ills fran*- was lal .ind un.l ig : lie wit." a

latta tawny ii Ot oeba, which drooped willi si Uv
a'iunlai)'-c fi.'luts a d'-iicrilrly cir n 'stril. HU el -

were taros,aad s. u to-tt, tl-atoaiag ti sal, iii.
iaaaoe*a were fall of sq fcauhaeat. Hit
age w.l a'tou' lofty ve irs. uni lie tiit__ ,t blVe
Mated for coisi iei.ihlv yoooger, Boons nu I not

1e,| h's i.nprii Blld di-':.' ire li'i III .nie,., tor ll

had no titiii* to reid them ; and rei bo hail i

the rrrertMretie i, as il Wena,ott ihe best and neweai

ideas ni luuiuieii in tba heel and aaweal writers
Ulalie ibooohl hldi delioh lui. Ile, m turn.

th'light hu ev ii in >*e dian this. Sin- .vasa ito-

tobin. M" bad Borer aurriod. ead oe wai
fund of MtylBg. lo blt b .'!¦,. i> fi iinin,it c wav,
t nat half vv, <ma ni., nd wa. si t r, cha, ti ik tu tum WI
have ttirnle. m his uwn ca*-e. anyiiiniif eteep. t ..

ino-t l'1 u ulai p 'i v griiuv gillie out ol Hie question.
ll, bed wit ra no Mnall alora, bal wbeo ba iseii a

w in iti greatlv it s :i« t is n.ost rf, la a* « t k-.-n
this ni very pul'finns reoel fe and employ itoolt ns

a iiieaiii ot r lilly w.lorn,; forth tin- ni'.it il M>irk,e
of h**r Io wli .in he poid < ni'.

Claire foood butwell vam. in a sorer! .4., el to-r
nvsti conveisaiion, I gil,h. belora tba bad -Mik- .!
with lim.,am mott iIi-iii iv..ntv BiootSS, Bbl
¦.". nhl i.ave I'k" .! to tu k With lil ru etclnn ,',

tliirnik' th* di-tii'-r, Im; lr twu ol',er .in ts were

poi DB ol latpoll inc- Wbu Ofht BO! M ie, .-ive her
._ il in..Mers Wllb tact

and skill. Kveryltiidv tlnni_ il bel i liar in; i

tbe elided from tin* diaiat ioobb. In deenrwua tt

treat before ibat little aoU-fewiiaine bayonrt, tin

af er-dinner cigar. She hal inane a di*tii|, hu .eas

Mir felt ii ass ie a.t in Ihe iir_wini*-romn, .Taning
lor the geaHeasaa to i»eeod soo j'.ni bar.
Goldwin bsd sol detered her. Mil reid hun

with lucid insight. Sn-uaw lum to he HBpaoMgl]
ni|H-itii lal j *tie peroetrod hun lo bs a mao
whose polished (ingres wmiM ung hol¬
lo* af so tiiurli is one sincere lap

of hi ti'igct-ri.-.il. lin trmtagreeable lo i.-i, bul boi
admirablei bn oaptirated bal hi dui not dazzle her.
Si" compared hun Wltb H-v rhv 1 .1 u .*.. mi jnerer
tuinkioa to Boomara silo wiin her busiiatui) an.l
nu rn ail tba nore clearly bs lack ai genuine hui

11...11.V ttagn*todOi Iii lanie ."nil j .rto-ii hr before
any iii tue olll-r rr.r 1 in ii li . taco WIS a lillie"

flu-lied (rum the wine ba bsd tO-SB, but willi i.o

BB-OOOSSlOS .¦uni I'lon ii exes..
¦. i eooidn'i ttoi earai 'r sa j on," he mM, sinking

tata a happy, bs i-loonptoapeaton oo the tu is

Inr ann. il*- was Inui, lea H lin -OM d, iu tBIBtBUtt
ilia! iBeand to accept ,\,-.\ eim of in* bne-
n.uiiMid tik-ni"- Without a wrinkle ol theil dark,
H'i!Me Mir:.h:**. "\ Br l.u-hand smoke! the ateeei
h itt of ciirar. Inti he has anoihet pooMoaion that

s.i nm to in.- v inti., suiwrioi." I hen he limke into

:» mellow laugh, ami wav-d one hmd hirhsr amt
I hither, wrtli an a.r ld Bioeb e \ ;.l.inatioii. "I
allode to lim beaautol lillis drewtaa-room," be
i our,mind.

Il,, mirth Til ulelon-look in-ulii (blaire echo bis
lnu_h. " 1 will lsd Herbert bow maota y ia ilk- it,"
abe saul ;

" he will b bo pleated io know.''
" l*rav do limbing of tue-mt!'' h>- BXpeatolatrd.

witb agouii deil el oomie aarioweaeea, "labimid
nerer f'.rg.vo you if you "did. rJoabendt are soefa
0 ul jealous fellow*. There i- nu teltiOl wiiat tu¬

rn »»i-tit Irtls outburst of ebt-sm may BOflMtiSBBB,
offend them."
Claire tbttught the time had come for a deeittre

narry, in tho parlance of fem en. "Oo, Berb.il li
not at all Je.aious," she aaid, measuring Ibo WOTdt
iud enou_ii nut to make ih'in yin ili-i -rdant willi

ber .tight unile. " lie has never had tiie least 00-

eosiaa IO Se, I a*«urc von."
He fived bis eyes with sr»ft inteotoSBS «n her

swe.'t, hlootning laoO " Never!" hi queslioned,
iiuite low of io, f.

.' Ktvsr," she answered, gentlv laconie.
" Itut he uiighl lase someilupid pieicit . . who

knows ?''
" Oh. if be did I would noon snow him tbs stu¬

pidity of lt. We understand each other exccl-
I'l.-iV."
Tbev talked BO for at least a half h.mr. Thc other

aentlemoB remaioed bal >w. (Jotdwlu mads no more

danni eoaiplimentary baaardo Ile listened QOito
ns ,ii ns- ii as Ii- talk. d. TlMMI converse lurin-d upon
.in ia! malters upon what mri of a BSOSuB
ll woulil h.- neon the coining OOSTB OPOO tlie

uaiureot New York eulertaini;ii nt*-upmi the men

and women who wee td give laeni. I lane mailt it

v-ry plain to bim thal she vvaiitcil to euler thi gay
lists, bheat length mid :

" Ilo vou Lu iw Mrs. Viii IIoruT"
.O.ddwin laii_ ni. "Wny don't yon atktneifl
know the (.'.tv ilai." he siud "or the Htouk Lx-
change I Of course 1 kuow lier."

" Do vou like lier f "

"Nohotlv ever likes Inr. Who Ultra ttatueaT"
" l'eople SOOietnBOS woiihin thsm."
¦ Oh, abe ls a good deal worshiped, if yon mean

that.'
Hollister and bil two remaining rnesU now ap¬

pa md. Cla.ro re-weli'oined botli the latter gentle¬
men with waining suavity. Thsy wero boihi im¬

portant personage-, ai lt hat bieo recorded. They
both bau Important wires, to whom tne- r paired,
a little latei. and to wbrnu -hey loudly sang prai-oi
of Claire'o loreliueaa. Ibo remark! ol cacn took
¦nbstantially tho same form, aud the following
migln bo given aa their connubial aud somewhat

florid average : ,

"That fellow Ilolliiter's wife, you know.
The man 1 dined with to-night. Didn t

know be had a wife! Well. you'd
bave known it ii you'd been there. She's a splendid
young creature. 'Handsome asa picture, and good
style, too. By thc way, Stuart Ooldaiu was there;

yon know how hard il ii to get him. 1 .bonum t

wonder if tbeee Hollister! were going to make a

dash for society, eoon. Now. don't repeat lt, my
dear, but tho liict is, this Holliiter can bo of roneid-
erahle service lo me in a bunuraa way. There . no

us. ol going iUto pai limier*, for wmneu oenr uudrr-

¦land buaiueai. but. . it anything thouUl occur.any
card be loll, I unan, you may be sure what my
wisbet are. . . Oh, of course; look emir, and refuee

point biank. bliaa my iouI. wben did you ever do

auytbtng to help along oif* iu-erestot You ll epmd
ibo money feat euough, but you won't turn a hand

to help me make it, Ali rigbn do aa you please.
Hollister it to-day the most riaiug young man on

the btreet. Therea a regular boom ob, bim. He a

got Goldwin lor a iriend. Sou mutt know what

ikut meaxu.''

both In Ilea did know what it incant Both ladies
had looked aonr, but both iu duo time enter.
tamed their atterthooirhta Tbey were ladlee
Of lilith faahtnn, each prominent within sn

excliisiv e'igiie. Tbat were uot powerful euongfi
t" indorse uiivnew strucitler fur puiitioii: their own
nuht ot tenure was not unasssilahle. Tuey tiread.-d
this Mra. Hollister, as it were, lint they aeeretlv re¬
solved that lt would be Mit tn ignore her. Mean¬
while a certain int.I Vie'v. held hi bulart (Joldwiii
wiih a cf-rtam lady al bis acquain ance, waa of
qaitediffar-Ol eharae**T Ooldwtn did not teach
tue house of Mr-. Kl lirewav Iaee until some time
nfier ten_i. ciock. It was an excecd-nglv piettv
hons.*. Hs dia.vin_-rnom, IbsOM-S as small aa
Claire's, must liy coinpariaon hilve put the latter
completely into the shane It was an exquicite, ar¬
tistic commingling nf ul! tbat was rare and tine in

npnolstery and gsQOrol embellishment. Mn,
Kid.ewav l.ee, loo, was in a manner ram and tim*,
.--lie nise from a de. p cach-uiire lounge to receive
(ioldwin. Hue waailie-sed tn critueuD, witb a gn-.it
clusiei of white und crimson r t-a at her br-a-t.
.She preteodod to bs Moored that he should have
ni'-siimed to come so late. *»ho had the last French
novel in ber hum!, pr ssed against her Ina t. as
th nilli she loved its allurements and disliked being
mus t. ra vr ii iroiutlnm. (iul'iwin knew perf-civ
weil thai she had tXBeeSed inm, that ihe waa very
glad he bud cine. _p often wondered to MsBSeTf
why he did not nsk h. r to be his wife. She wat
pa nionateiv in \.-,. vi in, him; she had been a
wido a a most ranice air,hood, hue had a irear deal
ol ino. ey, ior which he cared noi i.% und a great
deni of beauty, fur which he could uot belo but
i ir-. Hie had al no.st -eriousiy compromised her¬
self by permitting hun to show Inr attentions
whose innumcy. in the iiuiguieiit of »h" world.
shun.d long ago en uer hav-* ceased entirely or ela.)
liBvo assumed umiri nomai p Tim oenoa,

iel sue was a wjuiau wno coull, io i certain de¬
ll-* BnSBSfiiSSiBt herself with iinpuuity. Her con¬
nections were all people of high place. She was
distantly related to Mrs, Higgs and nearly related
to Hr.. Van limn, who felt t-WSOd ber tnat looa**
ness wlin ii univ bbis bosweOB a qOBOO and a lad -

1,1-is.iiung Ap-ri irom tin.*, sim wa* a social dig¬
nitary, lier ai, iii. i.inly was mord n airly man¬
ifest thin tint of (Ioldwin. and it had
tii-r*oiT.f, a common place among her friends to
say that she was affected. Hut ene had
ina ie her afl-ctatmn a kind of fashion ; other wo¬
men had su lik.d Hie peculiar lintier of her lids,
tile drawl of ber Taler, foi erratic, movements aud
extrootdinary poa- >oi li -r body, that they had imi¬
tated theos w th dtSOObJOOS tiilelrv. 8 ie said
never, daring, loanlon or auiiahle, things allin ie
lame slow, measured way. uud goncrallv roanaaed
io lt-_v>- au UBptosBioa that a fund ot unuttered ex-

p-i n iu;e or ol,selva! mn lay behind Ihein. she was

prodlfloaali pi.ms for oi.e oi her pleasnre-liivitig
uai ure. Her eli int v was liberal ami incerasiinr.
Mie ii ii ei ber Parisian robes through the warts
if im-pi I i ls or li l led t ie rn in tue 11 l-smei ling haunts
"t dying paupers. Her religion and her chanty
vvmii ii.iud lu hand. For some people they wore

both shauisi for otben they tran ostentation, bait
founded noon sincerit v ; io* others they implied a

levt-rish craving io drown the iemorae boro ot [s-r-
Slataal indiseretioiis ; nini s ill for others they were
an iniii ru: mi, luiiulg'd in liv one who did noth¬
ing tali-way, ami resorted to at lome
w.,,i,eii dam tht-iiisilves wnh op,um, chloial
or alcohol. r- ni denounced Ihe new mtel-
I- 'nu tendency a nong social equals of
ber own sex, as Minuet,.ing wandy terri ni-; the
liowneii upon it pu n«ss d trklv than her kinswoman.
M's. Van limn. I.iii lor a il Iteiont reason. Ita oc¬

casional lapses uno latiunalistic sud unorthodox
luooght tou»e i her itis.nav and Ira,

" Benenoe, ' she would MT, in her grare, loitering
manner, " ii periec ly ipiaadld. I adore it. 1 read
booka tbool it a<l lin* time." (There weie ihoie
wini rmi I'flv asserted tnat she did not know pro-
t .plas.n lr mi evoiu iou.| " b.t this confuting ir

wilt religion is siuiny ldapshemoiis ind awful.
I hilt' Ino profouniit-sl pity for all wno do n >t tie-

lnr.- devontiy. 1 wis i I cmild nu,ld asylums fol
lbs ¦-. itnl visit tli-m. as I .lo mv sick and my poor!"

11 ul I .viii al wai s listened to tOBOB me I..nc uo|y out-
hnr is with a twiiiklnu eve. Soe bad long since

I a. d 'ii ny ami COOvert hun to lier High Church
ii iii i-iiis. He would nnvei go io churen with tier

and wi ness, in the ed lice which sue attended, the
re noiiul uitate, as he s-il.l. Hie Ko.nai

n- ceremonial Jot. as fara- it dared and no

futii'-r but he would never lu ve gone tu

am dniren with her, a-d she knew
nu lnn-d niiu OS ii;i_oilv. I ii it was the way.

sunn' of her liss as-erie i, in wliicu the made love to
Lim : she mourned bia as nug idly.
bm the mad tm Mgat of making love to him to¬

night. MM received him. ai was aueady stated,
-1 sa -in. k< d 11j

' li it ire ni miv late." she saiil, givttie him bat
hand. "Vim oagni not to do it. You k.iow tbat
y ii migiit n a to do il"

il kopi h r tad nulli she had again seated ber¬
een o i ths lat Dennie, lounge. Tuen he sal dowu
b.-si le lift.

ll r til*" nf bean'V had l>**en called that of a ser-
ptmi. It w is ir ,e timi her nreseni pisiure ou Ihe
un *e o.iily les-miiied ison ot e'ii. Her face wore

at ne r; v ali I mies a warm pal BOBBI its Color, or

rather IIS leek ol o»l r, bod Uttls variation. Her
ii r . is Mai k .I- ri ic lit. her eves Inonu mi lat ge.
and vt ry dirie. Inr ti" ni small, her tigiire liKeou ,e

,.icr. her nbuiil ie s nanow ami
lal lg .--ne ina, iuil la* uiigrai'-Iui, and her

w is al way. what in auoth.-r WOBMA would
Bare lt en tolled iitiuju awkwardness. Mie

OppOOJOd, now, lo he gazing Bt (ioldwin across
uni' tnmilder JI . r attBooa dre»t was

in a ng'it whorl about her feet.
>he bod t t ¦ iatod look, winch iu am one elsi*, wmilu
have suggested an latperttlod anatomy. Hut you
souifhow aOOeatad her al tiru Btcbl ascapahla of a

pu iu~-_|iio rlasiiciiy deinotl lo coininoii.r iilysv/a-i.
" 1 on p|.t-d in univ fora uiiiiute," said (jio.dwiu.

" i w aateo io tell you a noni tbe dinner."
" V en f wai lt mci f"
"Immensely. 'I'nere wasonlv one woman, bat a

rn .rv,-linus wuina Sue is Hollister's wile. I feel
mil i'd been hearing a ti w OPOTO by (iounod.
Llon'l ass me li 'I Mt i'i" ber."
Mis. 1. e vaa n atoning Ibo speaker's face with

ie tm.ss. Ii was a lace thal she kuew very
w lt! li . :. 11 mrsa kl hu roljeois ot close study.
"Ba is hui I- i ne, tbaa f
.. rsli.-'s ein/ii-ate. Mn- is going to take things by

MOftO tOIB winter, hue Wants lu do ii, too. Audi
mean io he.p her."

.bel''
" I don't know. And 1 don't care. I'm her devoted

friei 'I. 1 hope yoB wnl ba. 1 want vu to call on

b i.'
" Ari roo crar.yT " a_N.lfrO.Lse. She snid it so

quietly and slowly, as waa lier wont to say all
limits. thOt Sfcio ung.it havo BOBO making lue most
antinert ol vi noa,

'Yt-,," l.m,ind (J ildwia, "quite out of my
hes.I."

" lin you think I will go and see a woman I don't
know, in-rely heooOflfl y >u asa me io Ot***t I"
Ho let hu eves dwell tloodllf upon her pale

itii'ii i ,t woe, HI ed ah -ve ibo long, mun red
tlirnot, I, wbiob eparkled aslun gorget of rubioi,
tu Ill.iti ifa lier tires-.

" Ymi've done nungi lhat I wanted you to do be¬
fore now," he said soitly. " You'll do thia, 1 am
sure.''
Bbt pu' one I.and 00 hil arm. Thu hand wai so

tii.y ami white I,,at it seemed to rcs I theil as

lij.'iitly as a tiiif'eil h ti-o'ii.
' Will vo'i tell nie all

aimil uer f" sile sal I, ll kef measured way.
"I told vou niall com int dBBSfflbo lier. She's

Ilks dowers thal i've seen ; shu's iikemiisicth.il
1 rt neaiii; abe ls like pei lumea tnat 1 have smelt.

s poetry for roo. You're fond of poetry, you
say."
Mie si ill kept her hind on his ann. He had very

Wolf praised a troSloil IO ber hen in.. He bad
tarpot balara pfoiead eoe in Hus t**>hi m.

" Will you t'll um one thing more!" sbe laid.
" ll.ivc you fallen iu love wiib Uer f"

(. udwiii dir ir boob bs head mid laughed.
" iioisl oearens!' be eniainid. "she ii a married
wnimi i. and hei iiiisliaii i winship* her."
M Will POO answer my fOaoSMM t'' persisted Mrs,

I.
"Y"i," said.ioldwin. suddenly jumping up fcrSSB

tin" luaoae, "She is iremeudousiy fo.ni of ber hu.'i-
l.ati i. '1 here . . . ymir question is auiwend."

XVI.
bather early the next morling, Mrs. Diggi

dropped in upon Claire, "to boot ell about it," as

¦bs tobi, al.udiug io tho dinner-pariy.
Mie dismissed two of tbe gem lem *u with two lit¬

tle contemptuous mids. " Tboy are both well
enough iu [Miint of rosoectability," she affirmed.
"

-o ari their wives. All tour are so swathed in

dull convention that you even forget (o criticiae
IbsSOJ they're Uko annuals whic.i remmlde tho

haunts they inhabit to inch a degree
ihat you ian tell them from the surrounding loiiage
or furrowaoniy wlien tbey move or show life. Whom

else did you bavet"
" I here waa Mr Stuart Ooldwin," said Claire.
"(JoldwinT You don't moan it, really t Did you

bave Ooldwin." Here Mra. Higgs looked
hard at Claire, and slowly abook hor
bead. "My dear," sbe went on, "it
must inueed be tmo that your husband is achieving
_r< al iiii4iici.il disiiiii lion. Pardon my saying it.
Claire, but Ooldwin wouldn't hare put his limbs

under >our uiahogauy if thia bad not been true,

ne'e an enormous persouage. Other Wall Street

grandin, bare been rery small pygmies in fhn _00_l
eetima.e. But Ooldwin carries everything before

him. You needn't tell me tbat you Uko him. It
would tie aometblng abnormal if vou didn't. He ia

really the moat charming of man. You can't trait

bim, don't yon huon further than you can seo

him ; he bristles with all sorts of humbug. And
yet yon accept bim, beo_ute it it tuon well-bred,
engaging humbug. He has botte of adhinots, ami
be deaeiree thom. He givea tbe moat enchanting
entertainments. They are never vulgar, and yet
tbey cont raat mmi. For example, he will give a

Delmonico dinner, at which every lady finds a

diamond-studded locket bid modestly in tho heart

of tm b-uuuek I need not add that in a matri-

monia! way ha is simply grorelld to. fiat boware
of him. mv dear Claire ; he ia danger, us."
" Dangeroni T" re s-at-id Claire.
"Well, not so mn'bm hims-If. (Ioldwin,in himself,

taaabailovv yet clever man. afor.ible yet weak mau,
a man whose pluck has aided him a good deal,
and whose (jick baa aided him still mme. He baa
caught the trick of looking like a prince, and hence
of giving bis princely amassment of money a superb
glamour. He will fade, some day. and leare not a

rack behind. Of course he will. They all do. I
don't know that be would il he married. And now

I come to mv previous point. He doesu't marry;
therefore, he is dangerous.''
" I igor, f.'llow you," Claire said.
" He iloesn'i marry Mrs. Kidirew it Loo. Tbat ls

what I mean. As i is, *.he guards bis approaches.
Sa** is a woman ol lngn Dositioti. considerable qma r,
uric univ booo.*. mo sunns utl-manon, and a fond¬
ness tor Aim thal amounts to idol try. Hhe'a tbe
iiite*: in len e of pietists; she riots in all ions of re¬

ligious charities. She has otber idolatries be-ide*
(J t alwin, itu h.-is her foremost. I hare never been
just able to make her out. Sbe is a oort ci coital u of
mine. Bb**- wondeifully handsome, nut it's the
lean, coll beOOtJ of a snake. As I said, she guards
Ooldwin's approaches She's a widow, and a rich
one, aud sim wan's Ooldwin to ask her to marry
bru. He ilucsn'r, however, and hence sbe
coils herself, io to speak, at. the threshold
of his acquaintance. If any otber woman draws
neai. I mean, lao uear.she hisses and bites. . . .

Ob, don't limit incredulous. I've known ber to poti-
lively do both. She'll do it to you, if (ioldwiu is
too attentive. That ts why 1 waru you; tbat is
whv 1 call that nice, brilliant, headlong, gentle¬
manly Ooldwin a danaerons man.''

lu a few more dava ll.linter, of his own accord,
proposed to Claire that she should engage a maid.
He also told her that he had ma ie purchase of two

carriages, a span ol horses, and an extra horse fur
single harness betide..
"You w ll be able to drive ont, either In your

cou|x< or your cloee carriage, mv dear." be said," by
Wednesday next." Then be broke into one of hil
mont genial laughs, and added : "I hope that ia not
too long tn wair."
Cl. ir* took this prophecy of coming splendor with

serious quieiude. Sbe ha-1 talked wah ber husband
regarding bis recent ph-th r.c influx of tbousanda
"I've an idea, Herb-rt," she said, using a slow,

wise-sseining deliberation. "It is this: why do
von nm tine our house f We both liken; lt it com¬
fortable and agreeable; it lilla all our wanta. And
it is for sale, you know."
Hoi Mater looked grave, then smiled, then

aflirmatively nodded.
" I'll do it. Claire." he answered. " I'll do lt to¬

morrow, if vou wiab."
" I do wish. Herbert. And when you have bonght

tho hmse, I want vou to put it in my name. 1 waut
you to give it to tue."
He started, aud stared at her. A gleam of die-

trust appeared to slip coldly into bis nuk eyes.
Cline saw this, but answered his look with firm
calm. " Why do rou sav tbat 1 " be murmured. Sbe
went nearer to bim. snd laid nun hand on bis shoul¬
der. "Why do I sav iii"' abe softly iterated.
" (locarno I know something of tbo risks and
penis you are daily forced to meet." He watched
her intently .nd soberly, for a few seconds, after
she had thus spoken. Then his characteristic smile
bn.ke forth lue a burst of nun. iie kiased heron
tim lips. "It shall be jnst as you say!'' be ex¬
claimed, drawing her nearer to him, with a look
wnicti they of bi.ii aud nalut aad Hock-traffic bad
never seeu ou hm manly yet winsome face. " Yon
aro right. Yon are always right. Claire. There's a

lot ol money drifting in ; it n tuns as if the money
would never stop drifting in."
" I hope ii never wnl," said Claire, ahowing ber

nure tooth in a laugh, ai be atriin kilned ber. At
the same time nhe drew bick from bim wmle bil
encircling arm still retained ber, in a way to which
he had grown a hoi iv familiar, and which, ni au uii-

Wi dded woman, would bave readily seemed like
the reserve ol nhso.uie maidenhood.
A flight further lapse of dava brought grand re¬

mits tor Claire. Sho was 1,-_ailv tue owner ot tbe
charming little boots in which she dwelt; ihe hail
her mud, obst cjinoiiily u'tendant ou her IsoOt
wants; she posee*>eed bur coupe, drawn by a large,
silver-trapped horse; abe posaeasod, also,
a glossy, darlv-apoointed carriage, drawn by
two horses of equally smart gear, and
siliiervtsed by coachman and footman in approved
and modish liverv.
Mrs Di__» wat in ectiasiet nt tbe prosperous

change. "Now you're indeed Uinci'e, don't you

know f .he said. "Uv ihh way. hat Cornelia Van
Horn left a cani on you, my dear!"

" .No.'1 Mid Claire,
" ( an sho really mean open warfare f"
"Let her wage it," Claire answered. "That is

better than to bave it concealed."
The opera season began tbe next -retiing. Hollis¬

ter engaged a ti .*., pei .uancii' y. Il waa a aeaaou
tliat opened with much auspicious brilliancy.
Claire anpeared in ber drat really notable toilette-
l inn of iii*) reigning ntodistea bad made it, aud for
the bril time in ber life tbe wai called up ni to alaod
the lest ot surpassingly beautilul dresalug. It is a

test tbat som*, verv fair women stand ill. They
show to bait advantage in garment! which nave no

a,musi here of festival; it becomes them to be clad
with doui< iticity, or at least mod' rettOO. I his was
by no means true, however, of I lairs. The diamond
necklace wbtcb Hollister I.ad spread on ber dremu.-
able hut a few miuatei before tbo hour of depart¬
ure, glittered round her imooth, ileuder neck with
itdiing sallen., li r gown wai of a Dale, pink
nriK-aded stuff, aud she curried ita full-flowiug train
witu a lighi-.iepoing ami perfect repose, before
she had unclasped her cloak aud seated herself iu

tbe box at Hollister'! side, numerous lorgnettes
were levelled upon the lovely, dignified picture tbat
ibe made. When sbe hail seated herself, tbe spell
ooutinued. 1 lie large oink roses in ber bosom were

n it deep or sweet enough of tint to do more than
heighten tbe fresh, chaste flush in either
cheek. Hbo boro beroelf with a tine
aud delicate majestv. Her daik-hlu-
e es told of Hie uiiickei pulse that stirred ber reius

only by a more humid ..mi dreamy sparkle. Sh
was ii ward! v glad to ne where s .0 sat, and to be
lobed ai she wai robed, but ber pleasure softly
emited in itt own outward repression; lue wa-s

womleriully self poised and tramiuil, considering
ber stronj tecret excitement. Nrarlv everybody
wfm looked upon ber pronounced ber to lie re y
beautiful, an I a good ulanv people, belore an hour
bad p used, had looked al ber with tbe closcot kind
ol scrutiny.
Tbe opera was a favorite one; a famed aud favor¬

ite prima dulilla saug in ic liuloe, where the real
lovers of music inuit ly tbrouged. Claire'i pr»seuc*
pr. ul ticed neither comment nor criticism. Hut up
in tim renou sacred io fashion, malton! ion, goesip
and ll rial,mi, she rapidly liecame au eveni winch
even tot mott melodious ca va ina waa powerless to

supersede.
It was not ill dote br her beauty and noral

charm. Hollister, sit ting at ber side, nonchalant,
ha.niioine, ol eioelieul conventional style ia garb
aud postuie, materially helped to increase the no¬

tability which siiriotinded her. His mi ress had pub¬
licly transpired ; a tew of BOOBS newrapaps-ro which
aro Iii tie save glaring personal placards bad of late
pr claimed wltb gtapuio leal bia speculative tri¬
umphs. He had leapt into notoriety in adey, almost
in an limit. 'Ibero was but duo man in tbe bouse
besides her hiisiiaiui whom Claire knew. This man

wus S'ii ti t (ioldwin, ami lie soon dropped into her
box, ri mauling there through ihe two final acta.

Hollis.er meanwhile eb.-ee to be absent. He bad
found -oue friends who were sol ici tons of present¬
ing bim te certain ladies. tie ipent
nearlv thi whole of these two acts in

chatting with his new acqu niiianct g. They wi¬

all gnoona i one af two oi them hart strong claims
to beauty, it waa no leas au important evening

wini himself than willi i'la,re, Perhaps with bim

il was even niora so, li ce he obtained bis io_ial
acceptance, aa it were, by great names whom he
pleased with ins handsome face, happy mauuera aud
growing repute as a potential milliounaire.

His wife, on the other han I, bad gained a differ¬
ent victory. Sbe was pronounced to be channing
atnl remarkable : she bad acquired tbe pr. a ige ot
(told a in's opeu attentions, lint she was a woman,
and sho had not yet received the endorsement of
her own six. lr might possibly soon curive, or it
might be withheld: there was still no actual oer-

lainlv.
Claire loved tbe nmtic, but tba would bare heard

iti cadi iicps in discontent if fate had decreed that
she should sit, tbisevening, with no attendant devo¬
tee. She knew well that Ooldwin'a company dis¬

tinguished ber. Mri. Higgs bad gireu ber points,
as tue pinnae guee. She was (tuite aware that the
horse-shoe of boxes in our metroaolitan
op-ra-lionse, aad tho other more enm mod ions

prooceuiuin boxea wuicb flank ita stage, aro at

neai ly all times occupi-d hy just tbe kuid of people
among whom ihi wisned to win h*r coy. ted lofty
place. She understood tbat they would note com-

meot, gauge, admire, or condemn; aul while hor
manner oespoko a tweet ami placid uncouacious-
nnss of their observation, she waa alive to ibo exact
amount of observation which she attraoted.

" i am so glad that yon came." Ooldwin told her.
" For very ..lilith reasons. 1 mean. You appear, anti
you corroborate my natemeuta. Now people eau at
Lat se aud Judge for themselves, Tbe verdict lt

sure."
He said many more things ia tint same rein, all

uttri.nl low, and all accompanied by bia emile, that
Besoted either to mean volumes or lo leave bis true
uk ailing adroitly ambiguous.
Mis. iii i geway Lue wus iu a somewhat near box.

When (ioidwin returned to her side, just as the cur¬

tain was tailing ou tba latt act, abe accepted his
escort tu her carnage with a hue composure. Ho
met Mri. Van Horn, a Utile later, lu tbe crush tbat
always ccurs along the Fourteenth Street lobby
wbeti a full house disgorges Its throng.
Tbe two lad lea talked together. ..'ot far away

from them .tomi Mrs. Dutgs ami Claire, each wail-

lag for au absent buthana to lecure brr carriage.
"W'bat aeon trait there it betweeo them,"Claire

murmured io bar companion. " One ia to blonde
and peaceful, tbe oiher ao dark and iestle__T
"Yea, my dear Claire. Havo you caught Cornelia t

eye." .
" No. 8be does not appear to see me. J
" abe aees you perfectly. She bas uot ret made

up ber unod just uow to act- _,#__*
'. I tbiuk that ibo means to cut me," laid Claire,

under ber breath ,
. .

" Hutmi." caaie the emphatic autwer. to batt and

grufl because of itt rocal tuppresaion, that tt |MfO*
dmid odd contrast with Mra. Higg-'i bodily tola*
ii c.sw.

" To cat yon wonld be lo barn her ihipe. BM
has an obj**ei in knowing yon. I'm afraid irs 0
dark ont. But bo sore that abe ie only making ap
her mind just kow to know yon. She will aooO
decide; she baa already delayed too long, and sh.
feels it. Bo ready lor a prompt change," If the
behavior of Mra. Vaa Horn waa really to
be explained on ths theory of bar
prophetic cousin. then aha rn.de op
ber mind very toon after tbe deliv¬
ery of these oracular aenrenoee. A chance turu of
the neck seemed to reader her conscious of Claire's
neig,.boring presence, She bowed withaoftdeciaioa
the instant that their tyoa met; and elane returned
the bow.

1 he next instant she laid one gloved band on the
arru ui Mrs. Ridgeway Lee, end then both ladlee
moved iu Claire's direction. Their pi ogres* waa of
nc sslty made between tha forms of several aa*
s.,nilled ladies, wbo nodded and smiled aa tho
great persouage and her coiapauiou pushed
courteously past them. They were mostly
tb. loyal adherents of Mrs. Yan Horn, ia
tue souse that they beld it high honor to hare the
right of occasionally darkening her Washington
Square doorway- Two or throe of them were per*
hups coiegenta with her aa regarded caste and
power.
They all saw aad intently watched the little ot*

-mushing action that now followed. Mra. Tan
Horn glided np to Claire and extended har hand.
" 1 was so very norry to hare tuiwed your dinner,

Mrs. Hollister," said tbe great lady, with ber beat
-liability, " bat another engagemeut forced me to
be absent." Sbe again pot ber hand on the arm of
Mrs. lf.nigeway Lee; ibe had toot far w. olly
ignored Mrs. Diggs: her note was well in the air,
aa usual, hui ber smile waa bland, concilia ory, im-
proieive; sho glowed with an august, amiability.
" I want you to let me present my oouaio, Mrs.

Lee," she proceeded. " We have b dh heard so

much about you, of late, from Mr. Ooldwin. You
can't think how devoted a fraud you have md-
detiiy made."

ll-fore Claire eonld answer, Mrs. Lee spoke. She
had got herself into her usual extraordinary twist.
Her visage, ber banda and her lower limb*, re¬

garded according to their relative diapo_en.*nte,
would bave made a rory ainuooa line. Like Mia,
Van Horn, abe waa wrapped in aa opera cloak.
But ber dark little ncad rose from tbe large circlet
of swan-down about her slight throat with an ef¬
fect not unlike the slim crest of a turtle ttealmg
from ita shell. She constantly suggested a creature
of this lean and chill type, though rarely with any
of its repulsive traits.

. Indeed, yes.' abe softly exclaimed to Claire.
" Mr. Goldwin it a great friend of mine, and he
has told me hundreds of charming things about
you."
" Oar acquaintance haa been a very short one,"

said Claire, looking at Mn Digga In a certain way,
abe aought to gain a kind of tacit eua irom the latter's
lace. Sha failed to perceive just bow matOra were

drifting. Was this patronage ob the part of both
ladiesT Or was it meant for irreproachable
courte-yt
Mrs. Diggi gave a laugh. "Goldwin can say a

hundred channing things very easily on a brief
acquaintance," abe declared. "Can't you*" were
her next words, delivered to Goldwin hiuitelf, who
bad jutt theo .lipped up to the group.
"Oh, no, I can't." he at once replied, "BJOtSO. I

mean every one of them."
"Dear me!" said Mrs. Higgs, "how quickly you

grasptbegiiaati.nl bo you beard what wa were
talking about, did you I You've found out that wa
w. re discussing your latt eutbusiatmf
"Ab." said Goldwin, "1 bave very few of them.

Dou't cheapen me, please, in tbe regard of Mri.
Hollister."
" You seem to count npon ber regard with singular

confidence," aaid Mrs Van Hom.
"That's entirely our adair," laughed Goldwiu. Ht

looked at Claire, but while be did so Jlrs. Van Horu
placed ber band wubin his arm. hbo took it
for granted tuat ber carriage bad been properly
summoned by the tin&ncier. and abe waa g.iug to
permit bim io accompany ber ibuber, as she bad
penni ted bira to tmd il; abe nearly alwey* ont
herself in tbe attitude of permit ting latins aud not
soliciting them, by some deft, secure art, quiie ber
own. Tho bow of farewell which sha gave Claire
was bauaso.tely suave. Mra. Lue moved away at
ber other aide. Mra. Lee bad been ber guest, that
evening, and tbey were to rule home togetber.

" -So, Claire, it's souled,'' presently enid Mrs.
Lhgga " Cornelia ia to know you. So ls Sylvia
Lee. De careful of them both. I can't leei certain,
yet. of exactly what it all meant... Here's thai dear
Mauhatiao of miue. He baa got oar carriage. Shall
1 remain with you UH your husband r. appears?
. . Vary weil; 1 will. But this ts no place in which
te talk over tbe whola odd, iniereetiog tbiug.
I'll trv and drop in upon you _oou; poasibly
to-morrow, if I can manage it. . . Doom
Manhattan eeo us! Juat observe bow Btu.
pidly bestareeeverywhere but here. He'i been alittle
strange and abscul-uiiuded all tbe evening. I realty
thiuk he's forgotten wnere he lelt me. He smokes
too uianv ot those airong, horrid cigars, dou't you
koow I I truly believe tbat they cloud bis biam
halt tbe time .. bul then it's bolter ba ebould smoko
too much than drink too muon. I dou't know wuat
1 should do if tte dear fellow drank too much!" . .

Mrs. Digga did proaeot beraclf at Claire'i house
on tbo Ioho wing nay. But Claire was uut at borne.
.-nu bad dnv u out in company with ber husband.

li was a moinontoui drive. Tbey had lett borne
ingei lier at about 1 o'clock. Claire bad no idea
wbuber they were going, at brat. Hollister bad
cuo.-teti to assume an air of proiouud m.sli.i.ui.
" 1 bave a groat t-urpri-e for you," lie said.
Thora was no oba>-acieristic twinkle iu his eye aa

he made this statement. Claire fell that be wat far
from saddened, and yet bis gravity looked au uu-

doubted tact,
" I will accompany yon blindly.'' sbe aaid, just

before Uley entered tbe carriage. " I suppoee, how¬
ever, there are some moro jewels ai Ti flauy'. wbich
you want me to see and cbooao Irom."
" Mo," aaid Hollister, shaking lui bead. " I

-hon !d n't spend nearly a whole day away liom Wall
-Meet foi an veiling Ol that Bort."

1 be carriage bail soon paesed Titianv'i by a con¬

siderable aittance, in what we cali the downward
direction. As its progress increased. Claire'i cnn-

potty heightoued, but lor some time she gare no

proof ot this. Her talk was of their new attain¬
ment*, ot their growing pastimes, plea*>tires, aud
luxuries. She spoke often with a slightly unfamil¬
iar speed; it was a little habit thai ot late bad como
upon her; it betrayed iieutle excitement tu place of
nrevioiis compoeare. To Hollister, when he ob¬
served it at all, tue effect was lided with .barm; ho
uo more disliked it than he would bave disliked to
see a very tender broexe lightly agitate some beau-
ii Jul bloom. Bar bis gravity liv uo meani less ned
under tue spell of Claire'! rather voluble advances.
She bad plainly seen tbe change : on it sudden aha
beraelf became serious as be; then, after an interval
of almost complete silence, she placed ber baud in

bia Tbe carriage was now very near to one of the
Brooklyn terries. No doubt tbe first real suspicion
of tbe ruth had dashed through Claire's lniud wb*-u
sbe abruptly said:
" VV nero ore we going. Herbert f You reeliy mail

tell me."
He met har intent look; ihe bad rarely seen hil

blithe eyes more solemn than Bow.
"Haven't you gueesed by ibis timni" be laid.
" 1'. haps 1 bave," sho answered. Har toue was a

low murmur; sbe had averted her myrna from his,
and would bave withdrawn from lura wer band, had
not the clasp of his own -of ly rebelled against thia
act. Her cheeks bad flushed almost crimson. "Go
on." sbe persisted. "Tell mo if 1 ara right."
"I think yon are. Claire; 1 think yon hare

guessed it, at last." The carriage had jual entered
i he big gate way ot the ferry i wbe.la aud boofs took
a new sound as they -truck tlie planks of tbe
wharf. "Dou't you reiue;_>ber that night at the
Island, a little while alter our eugagoiueut. when
you told me that lt would giro you BOBO joy toregain
your father1! body and to bave it decently buried.lu
a Cbrntiau warf"
" Yea, Herbert . . I remember.'' Sbe spoke

the words so taintly that bo scarcely beard them.
" Well, Claire. I made you a prouu-o, thoo, and I

recollected the promise."
" But / forgot it I" abe oriad. throwing both arma

about bis mik, fur an instant, and kiasiug hit
chook. Immediately afterward the burnt into

tear*. "Ob, Herbert, you remembered aud I for¬
got I How wicked of mc! I lot other thiugt.tbiugi
that were trit.ii aud yaninee.drive it from my
mindi Poor, dear, dead Father! He would never

bave done thai to mo I Ile loved ma too well-.far
too well!"
Tbe tears were rnshing down her face, and ber

frame was io a miserable tremor. Already ho had
caught both her hands, and was tir.uly pressing
thom while be bent toward hor, and while aba
leaned m a relaiad posture against the back of tbe
can iago. He thought ber repeotaace bs exqaUtte
aa it was naedliis; lie held lt i * only a freeh proof of
her aweot, rebaeU ipiru. It brought tbo mut into

hil ngbt. aod made bit voice throb very au wont¬

edly, to iee ber wnp and tremble thin.
" My darling." bu next wurdi barned, a you're

not in tbe loan to l.uji. You would hare thought
about it a little later. lui cert.lu. Bat bo mach
has happened huco our marriage, you knew. Bo¬
ndi., what you call u i_oa and vaumes are jutt
what bo wanted you to think about. He lauat ba
glad (if the dead ara arer glad or sorry ia any way)
to ne you climb higher, and git tho aitice and iu-
duouce yon deaerve. You novar slighted hla mem¬

ory at all. Don't laucy you did. Clair**. He waa

ia your mind all the while, eely you pootponed
.peaking of Inn- a little longer than you intood-d.
You bad told me -v hat to do. don't yon iee, aud you
felt a certain accur.lv at regarded mr dotug it, in.it

waa all. Now do chair up. We're quito a ride to

Creouwood after we Stave the ferry, hrerytuing
hasueoa doui. qa etl_\ dear, witt out your know¬

ing. I thought it would Dam you too tuucB to staod

beside any open grave of bil. Tho hotly wai not

bard to bud. You recollected itt . . ita Bamber, voa

know I'm aura you will like the ittae I re bad

put over him. It la iaat a plata -iranile ona, witn

the nama and date of death. The date of birtto

ahull U put there afterward; 1 didn l want to ask
it of you yet; that would hare spoiled my tut prue,
yon know," ,

She grow perfectly calm again, loaie time before
thov reached the cemetry, ibo ceisatton of her
tears aeeply relieved Hulliiter. Ho Bail never levu

her weep before, and the betrayal of ouch taio.. rn,

feminine though it wee, had harshly dutnrbed bim.
Coco more composed, ibe returned lo him in her

proper ititugth. She became Claire again, lt wat


